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Pre-referral screening 
AQ 10 / Non standardised

Referral received by 
diagnostic team

Gather diagnostic 
information prior to first 

appointment

Reported Observation by 
Key Informant

Reported Observation by Key 
Informant Proforma

Informants from family, 
education / employment, service 

settings

Early Developmental 
History

Other Information

Early Developmental History 
Proforma

Additional assessments: 
challenging behaviour; risk 

assessment; SLT/OT reports; 
intellectual/adaptive function 

assessment

ASD Diagnostic Pathway

Contact referrer to ask for 
more information

Contact referrer to explain. 
Signpost to relevant 

services. 

Screening suggests ASD

Not enough information to 
decide on referral

Referral does not meet 
criteria

Information received

· Review and compare consistency of 
information gathered to target areas to 
explore during 1st appointment.  

· If Contextual Information Proforma not 
completed, request that an informant 
accompanies client to 1st appointment.  

Triage

Allocation: accept referral, 
acknowledge and give 

estimated response 
timescale 
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Further 
assessment 
(if required)

Map findings onto  

Summary Table of Evidence

Clearly meets diagnostic 
criteria

Clearly does not meet 
diagnostic criteria

If diagnosis not possible, consider which aspect of 
assessment is lacking in evidence and consider whether one 

of the following will provide the necessary information

Map findings onto  

Summary Table of Evidence

Meets diagnostic criteria
Does not meet diagnostic 

criteria

Diagnosis unclear: refer for 
further assessment/review 

in x months

Share the outcome Share the outcome

Share the outcome Share the outcome

Narrative of Core 
Symptoms of Autism 
(Informant / Client 

interview)

Direct Observation 
by Practitioner

(structured)

Narrative of Core 
Symptoms of Autism 

Proforma

Direct Observation by 
Practitioner  

Proforma

Early Developmental 
History 

(Informant / Client 
interview)

Early Developmental 
History Proforma

Reported Observation by 
Key Informant 

(Informant questionnaire/
interview)

Reported Observation 
by Key Informant 

Proforma

Early Developmental History and Reported Observation by 
Key Informant Proformas completed? 

Seek missing 
information 

from another 
informant

AAA, ASDI 
OR 

RAADS-R
(self report)

ADI-R
DISCO

(interview)

If one aspect of contextual 
information is lacking or 

inconsistent, a team member 
could undertake direct 
contextual information

ADOS-G

Narrative of Core 
Symptoms of Autism 

(informant / client 
interview /self report)

Direct Observation 
by Practitioner

(structured)

Reported 
Observation by Key 

Informant 
(naturalistic)

Early Developmental 
History 

(client interview / self 
report)

Yes No

AAA OR 
RAADS-R

(self report)

ADI-R
DISCO

(interview)
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